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Celebrating CFFACE Staff 
In April, CFFACE’s own 
Susan Gasman won the 
EPA Employee CHASS 
Award for Excellence at 
North Carolina State Uni-
versity.  Susan has de-
veloped and delivered 
training curricula across 
the state since 2004, 
when she began working 
for the university.  Her 
knowledge, humor, and 
dedication to families 
have endeared her to 
diverse training groups 
across North Carolina.  
Center Director Dr. Joan 
Pennell notes that “Susan 
is always an excellent 

ambassador to the com-
munity, whatever the 
region of the state. She 
knows how to listen for 
the unspoken, help oth-
ers articulate their 
views, respond with sen-
sitivity to underlying is-
sues, and gently chal-
lenge others to grow as 
learners and practitio-
ners. This capacity is es-
pecially crucial in her 
work with youths and 
helping them realize their 
potential. She is a bed-
rock of our training and 
e n g a g e m e n t  p r o -
gram, firmly grounding 

us in the mission of our 
work.” Congratulations 
Susan — the center is 
lucky to have you!  

The 3rd National Confer-

ence on Restorative Jus-

tice, hosted by Campbell 

University Law School, 

was held June 8-10 at 

the Sheraton Hotel in 

Raleigh.  This event 

united academics, prac-

titioners, and policy-

makers from all over the 

globe to explore the use 

of restorative justice 

practices to meet local 

needs.  Interested in 

learning how restorative 

justice principles apply 

to family-centered prac-

tice?  Check out this 

Georgetown University 

commissioned paper co-

authored by CFFACE   

director Dr. Joan Pennell. 

http://cj j r .georgetown.edu/pdfs/
f a m e n g a g e m e n t /

FamilyEngagementPaper.pdf 

Award-winning center 
trainer Susan Gasman, 

pictured with Dean      
Jeffrey Braden of CHASS 

Upcoming  

Trainings: 

 

• July 12-July 13:  
Step by Step 
training in Black 
Mountain 

• July 15:  Keeping 
it Real training 
in Transylvania 
County 

• July 21-July 22:  
Step by Step 
training in Cra-
ven County 

• July 26-July 28: 
Navigating CFTs 
training in Alex-
ander County 

• July 28-July 29:  
Step by Step 
training in 
McDowell 
County 
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The center was fortunate to wel-
come two talented Master of Social 
Work interns this year.  Denise 
Garner and Trice Walker brought 
considerable talent, fresh 
perspectives, and unpar-
alleled energy to CFFACE.  
The center is so grateful 
for their lasting contribu-
tions to its work.   

Denise was instrumental 
in  implementing the Cen-
terPeace For Youth pro-
ject,  an initiative 
aimed at supporting 
d u a l - j u r i s d i c t i o n 
youth.  In addition to 
assisting in the devel-

opment and evaluation of this pro-
ject, she also created a fact sheet 
for professionals which illustrates 
the importance of including non-

custodial fathers in the Child 
and Family Team meeting 
process.  This resource will be 
shared with professionals 
across the state.  

One of Trice’s primary pro-
jects involved advocating  for 
kinship caregivers and their 
youth charges.  While at 

CFFACE, she forged a 
connection with Wake 
County Human Services 
on grant proposal devel-
opment.  She also as-

sisted in collect-
ing data and  
carrying out in-
terviews for the 
center’s Strong 
Fathers pro-
gram.  Addition-

ally, she 
conducted 
o n l i n e 
marketing 
a n a l y s i s 

and      updated CFFACE’s facilita-
tor contact lists.   

Both student interns imbued the 
center with their positive, generous 
spirits.  Many thanks to Trice and 
Denise for their contributions! 

Trice Walker, former 
CFFACE MSW intern 

Gratitude for CFFACE’s MSW interns 

Here’s a quick trivia quiz for 

you.   

What amazing resource is: 

• Free 

• Easy to access, and 

• Sure to benefit your CFT practice? 

Why, online facilitator forums, of 

course!  If you’ve been looking for a 

convenient way to connect with         

colleagues from across the state with-

out leaving your desk, look no further!  

You don’t need to be a dedicated CFT 

facilitator to participate.  Just email 

Kara at krallene@ncsu.edu for more 

information.  We would also love 

your suggestions for upcoming top-

ics.  Let us know what you’d like to 

discuss, and we’ll see you online! 

Facilitator Forums 
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Staff, clockwise from back left: Claudia Kearney, Amy Ryder-Burge, 

Marianne Latz, Stacy Comey, Kara Allen-Eckard, Anne Wakefield, Joan 

Pennell, Susan Gasman, and Jenny King (not pictured: Elizabeth Meadows 

and Billy Poindexter) 

Denise Garner,     
former CFFACE MSW 

intern 

 

Our Facilitation Focus editor and CFT 
trainer, Anne Wakefield, and her family are 
heading to Texas. We will miss her contribu-

tions in the training room, and most of all, we 
will miss her fun-loving spirit.  

— Dr. Joan Pennell, Center Director 

Children's talent to endure stems from 
their ignorance of alternatives.     

              ~Maya Angelou  
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